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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Based on the election requirement mailed 6/15/06, during a telephone 
conversation with Mr. Rous on 6/16/06 a provisional election was made without traverse 
to prosecute the invention of Group 1 , claims 1-7. Claims 8-10 (Group 2) are withdrawn 
from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non- 
elected invention. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner*s amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Rous on 6/16/06. 

During the telephone conversation. Mr. Rous elected Group 1 (claims 1-7) and 
cancelled group 2 (claims 8-10). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-7 are allowed. 
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Regarding independent claims 1, 3 and 4, the closest prior art to the instant invention is 
Muller (U.S. Patent No. 4,833,764). Muller teaches a machine tool having a Y-axis 
(redefined as Z-axis) moving unit, a Z-axis (redefined as Y-axis) moving unit and an X 
axis moving unit to provide relative movements between a tool working units (54i, 542, 
543 and 544) and a workpiece (46) (764. figure 1). Muller also teaches an A-axis 
(redefined as C-axis) drive unit for rotating the workpiece table (14) about the A axs (c- 
axis) (764, Col. 4, lines 45-48). The A-axis (redefined as C-axis) is parallel to the Y-axis 
(redefined as Z-axis). Furthermore, Muller teaches tool (52i) being rotated about Bi 
axis. Bi axis is parallel to the Z-axis (redefined as Y-axis). Muller teaches the existence 
and disposition of the translational axis W allows the tool to be positioned such that its 
point of contact P with the workpiece (i.e. the machining point of the tool) is movable 
into the rotational axis B of the rotatable tool table 50 (i.e. the machining point of the tool 
substantially coincides with the B-axis), and into the vertical rotational axis A of the 
rotatable workpiece table (14). This is facilitated by the fact that the second main 
translational carriage (32) is movable on the support post (28) (764, Figure 3 & Col. 6, 
lines 29-39 and Col. 5, lines 4-14). However, regarding claim 1 , Muller fails to anticipate 
or make obvious the Y-axis moving unit moving in a substantially vertical axis. 
Regarding claim 3, Muller also fails to anticipate or make obvious the C-axis drive being 
disposed on the Z-axis moving unit (such that the C-axis substantially coincides with a 
moving member center axis of the Z-axis moving unit). Furthermore, regarding claim 4, 
Muller fails to anticipate or make obvious the Z-axis moving unit being disposed on the 
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X-axis moving unit, and the C-axis drive unit being disposed on the Z-axis moving unit 
as well as the B-axis turning unit being disposed on the Y-axIs moving unit. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Addisu at (571) 272-6082. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica Carter can be reached on (571) 272-4475. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Sara Addisu 
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